History of the Leonberger
The First 150 Years » 1846—1996

In the summer of 1996, Alan and Liesl Hayne, a young New Zealand couple
lucky enough to have a Leonberger, an Internet connection, and good jobs with
an airline, read on the newly—established Leolist that the 1996 LCA National
Specialty was coming up in Gloucester, Massachusetts. They decided to come
to learn more about the breed and to match faces to the usernames they had
come to know on the Leolist. They had a great time and in their thank—you
note to the Club that was published in the Leoletter, they said:

“We will always remember the professionalism in the way the club
and events were run. And, of course, the great warmth and sense
of belonging imparted from the people we met. Thanks to all those
great dogs and great people that helped us.”

Their phrase, great dogs, great people appeared on the masthead of the
very next Leoletter and has since been the official motto of the Leonberger
Club of America. More significant to the topic at hand, is that these great dogs
inspired the love, passion and courage required for their people to ensure the
survival of the breed. Leonbergers survived decades of biting criticism and half
a century of unimaginable, life—threatening hardships followed by years of
chaos and post—war divisions. The story of the Leonberger vividly
demonstrates that these great dogs are capable of bringing out a bit of
greatness in their people. It is a compelling history, but it is much more than
that. For, within the roots of the breed is the source of not only what we know
but also what we need to learn to protect and improve the lives of these dogs.

Leonberger History Holds the Keys to Preserving the Breed

How many times have you heard or said, “It's a Leonberger . . .from
Leonberg, Germany . . .a cross between a St Bernard, a Pyrenees and a
Landseer Newfoundland”? This sound bite attempting to describe the origins of
the Leonberger may be short, but its brevity is about all there is to recommend
it. It is erroneous and misleading. The accurate and far more complex origins
of the breed are much more interesting. More important though, for those of us
who are devoted to the Leonberger is that the real history of the breed holds
the keys to understanding both breed type and the long—term potential of
Leonberger health.



HISTORY AND TYPE

When it came time for the LCA, as the AKC Parent Club for the breed, to
write and publish an illustrated standard to educate judges and breeders,
Richard G. Beauchamp’s book, Solving the Mystery of Breed Type, served as
one of their guides.' Beauchamp did a great service to the purebred dog
community when he untangled what is possibly the most significant, illusive
and misused term in dogdom, #pe.? Ideal type emerges from the complex
interaction of all the traits that differentiate one breed from another which are
delineated and described in a breed standard.

“The question is: what do all breed standards speak to? The
answer, without a doubt, is origin and purpose. It is in that
message that we find the characteristics that enable a breed to be
what it was intended to be. There was an intention, a purpose,
behind every breed developed.®*

That is why every breed’s official standard begins with a brief history. The
goal of these histories is to illuminate the origins, the purpose, and the
intention of those who sought to create or refine a special kind of dog. Some
breeds’ histories are all too brief. Far too many are fraught with myth and the
distortions of generations of exaggerated oral histories. Very few are carefully
researched and almost none provide citations that would pass a serious
historian’s muster. This wouldn’t matter if a breed’s history was inconsequential.
An inaccurate historical description has often led to misunderstanding and a
subsequent distortion of a breed’s true type.

We in the Leonberger world are lucky that when our breed was initially
envisioned and the first litter worthy of the name was born, writers and artists
were around who actually documented the origins and development. Plus, over
the past twenty years great pains were taken by a handful of individuals on
both sides of the Atlantic to unearth images, books, periodicals, kennel and
club records as well as personal correspondence written over the past 160
years that document Leonberger history.* And a remarkable history it is. For

1 Beauchamp, Richard G. Solving the Mysteries of Breed Type, Kennel Club Books, Freehold, NJ: 2008, 2nd
Ed. and The Illustrated Breed Standard published by the Leonberger Club of America and available from
the LCA.

2 First, he spent years studying dogs known to have great type. He compared breeds with all different
shapes, sizes, colors and temperaments, and by peeling back individual specifics, revealed what is was
they all had in common. He found there were five essential elements: breed character, silhouette, head,
head, movement and coat.

3 Beauchamp, p. 106

4 During the 1980s, Gerhard Zerle, Ton Muller, Margareta Eksner, Dr. Maurice Luquet, Guido Perosino and
Fred Inwood each wrote complete Leonberger breed books from their respective nation’s perspectives
(Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, France, Italy and the UK). Each did some historical research on the



over 160 years, against seemingly impossible odds, people devoted to the
Leonberger have made sure that the breed survived and that the Leonberger’s
defining purpose endured.

The LCA relied on Beauchamp's analysis of type in writing the lllustrated Standard for
Judge’s Education. The standard reflects the origin and purpose of the Leonberger.
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HISTORY AND HEALTH

Type is not the only significant aspect of a breed that is governed by history.
The amount of diversity in a breed is a vital key to breed health and the clues to
diversity are also found in history. Until scientists have unveiled a complete
analysis of the Leonberger genome, the only way we have to estimate diversity
is to study our breed’s history to determine what kinds of dogs participated in
its development.

It is generally understood that when a new breed is founded or created, four
factors have occurred. First, there is a founder event. This is when certain

origin of the dogs in their respective countries. All took some issue with what they termed the “German
myth” as depicted in Zerle’s book. Dr. Luquet, a French venterinarian especially took great issue with the
German version of the breeds of origin based on the 1950s research in the scientific community was
publishing on coat color in dogs. Metha Stramer’s fantastic three volume history has added a great deal
to everyone’s knowledge. During the past fifteen years, Waltraut Zieher, Geeske Joel, and Kathy Beaucher
have assisted Caroline Bliss-Isberg in conducting and translating personal interviews and collecting and
translating over 500 pages of primary source materials gathered in Germany and America. This research
is chronicled in Caroline’s forthcoming book, The Leonberger: The Lion King of Breeds currently in press.
The history presented here is abstracted from this work.



dogs that appear to have the traits desired in a new breed begin to contribute
genetic material. These founding dogs are isolated from the general canine
population and then bred and inbred until they begin to reproduce
approximations of the new breed the founder has in mind. Finally, the breed
creator carefully selects progeny to breed in order to fix the traits that are
desired and eliminate those that are not wanted in the new type of dog. When
the new breed is reproducing reliably the new breed is formed, named and in
some cases established in the dog fancy and popularized.

Founder events automatically limit genetic diversity. There is usually only
one founder event in a breed’s origin with all further breed development
expanding outward from the gene pool of original founding family.

Following founder events, breeds often become even more genetically
restricted by events such as genetic bottlenecks or popular sire effects. A
genetic bottleneck occurs when a population is drastically reduced abruptly
and temporarily. Almost all European dog breeds experienced bottlenecks
during the World Wars. Popular sire effects happen when an unusually
appealing stud that is a frequent winner in the show ring is used repeatedly
excluding other males and distributing his traits, both desirable and undesirable,
throughout the population.

The history of the Leonberger tells us that the breed did not follow a linear
path toward ever increasing genetic restriction. While it is obvious that because
it is a pure breed it is by definition genetically restricted, the Leonberger’'s
historical path provided the potential for more genetic diversity than is found in
most breeds. This is not to say that the Leonberger does not have a limited
gene pool. But, the history of the Leonberger has taught us that breed purity
initially took a back seat to the demands of the market place and then to the
compelling needs of breed survival

That Leonbergers are more diverse than some writers originally reported has
recently been corroborated by DNA researchers. In 2004 and 2007, new light
was shed on which breeds and kinds of dogs have been used throughout the
Leonberger’s history to create and maintain the breed. Two landmark studies
conducted by Dr. Heidi Parker and her team at the National Institutes of Health
classified 132 domestic dog breeds according to their genetic relationships.
These studies indicate that the Leonberger genotype is more closely associated
with breeds such as the Saint Bernard, the Rottweiler, the German Shepherd,



and other mountain dogs of the region than it is to either the Newfoundland or
Pyrenean Wolfhound.®

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR READING

As you read the historical narrative that follows, try to determine how the
breed founders’ goals in both the nineteenth century and after World War |
influenced ideal Leonberger type as defined by today’s breed standards. Finally,
considering the potential impacts on health and the breed’s genome, see if you
can determine when, what and how genetic diversity potentially entered the
breed. When and where was health made a priority?

5 Parker H.G., Kim L.V,, Sutter N.B,, et.al,, Genetic structure of the purebred domestic dog. Science.
2004;304:1160-1164].

Parker HG, Kukekova AV, Akey DT, et.al,,Breed relationships facilitate fine-mapping studies: a 7.8-kb
deletion cosegregates with Collie eye anomaly across multiple dog breeds. Genome Res.
2007;17(11):1562-1571.



A local postcard from Leonberg, Germany,
a market town founded in 1350. Depicted
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Revolution is in the air, with science, the middle classes, and representative
forms of government on the rise. In the heart of the Kingdom of Wirtenberg,
near the Black Forest, the town of Leonberg has been the go—to place to trade
animals since 1350. At the home at 4 Grabenstrasse, the Schweitzerhaus,
known to some as the klein Hagenbech or “little zoo,” a litter of puppies is
born and a vision comes to life. With the birth of this litter an historical journey
begins: a journey that will take these puppies’ descendants through the
devastating trials and extraordinary events of science, society, culture and
governments as they occurred from the mid—nineteenth century to the present
day.

vt

Heinrich Essig, a highly successful animal trader, an entrepreneur, pork
breeder, land developer and local politician, who was above all a dog lover,
dreamed for years of creating a perfect dog breed. The day those puppies
were born he fulfilled that dream. He called his new breed, the Leonberger, in
honor of his home and their place of birth.

i

r
Heinrich Essig at the

Schweijtzerhaus, his
family home and
kennel as depicted by
the nineteenth
century iflustrator, T.
Specht.
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ESSIG’S IDEAL

Essig’s new litter did not come easily. For over a decade, he had traveled
throughout Europe in search of great dogs. He investigated, bought, sold and
bred many types of dogs before he found the combination of traits he and his
wealthy clientele desired.

Essig envisioned a dog that would grace castles, guard large estates and
happily romp with children and other animals. He planned to sell his dogs
around the world so they had to have the kind of temperament and health that
would allow them to withstand long ocean journeys. In essence, Essig was
designing the first luxury dog two decades before the Victorians in England
created the dog fancy and scores of people on both sides of the Atlantic
jumped on the create—a—breed band—-wagon.

Because some of his royal clients preferred white dogs, Essig sought light—
colored breeding pairs with long, rich coats, large and imposing in size, but not
ponderous. His aim was a breed that projected elegance, nobility and power.
Essig’s ideal for temperament required a lively spirit combined with a
disposition that was gentle, calm, and inclusive. Finally, Essig’s ideal dog was
intelligent, loyal and willing to protect and defend his/her family.

Essig’s ideals for temperament and health came from his choice of stock
but also from the outstanding environment his kennel provided. His step-—
granddaughter, Marie, who was a part of the household from the time she was
twelve became an expert dog trainer with outstanding kennel management skills.
Marie later married Essig’s nephew, Christian, and thus also became his niece.

r “
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Schweitzerhaus kenne/
as fllustrated by Specht
for the nineteenth
century magazine, Der
Gartenlaube
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FOUNDATION STOCK

According to Essig’ notes and other early accounts, the genetic stew that
instilled desirable traits in the first Leonberger pups came from breeding and
inter—breeding a Barry—type dog from the Hospice of Saint Bernard, a
Landseer—colored Newfoundland, and a wolfhound reportedly from the
Pyrenees or possibly from Hungary. It has never been determined what the
phenotype of this wolfhound dog was. Wolfhound was a common descriptor
for many dogs at the time including those that would later be known as German
Shepherds.

Because of the large number and turnover of dogs in the kennel, most likely
the early Leos had more than a dash or two of local farm and Rottweiler—type
butcher dog. No one knows for sure because Essig did not keep exact records.
Early reports were inconsistent and formal pedigrees were a thing of the future.
Rottweiler historian, Robert Hutchinson, provides some evidence that dogs
from Essig’s kennel that were too dark for the taste of his clients were sent to
breeders in the neighboring village of Rottweil.® The two breeds were so closely
aligned at the turn of the nineteenth century that they even shared a club for a
time. Dr. Parker’s study, mentioned above, certainly indicates that Rottweilers
and Leonbergers share some key genetic material. If you Google “long—haired
Rottweilers,” you will more than likely see some images of dogs with some
decidedly Leonberger—type traits.

LOVE HIM OR HATE HIM

Artists, writers, and wealthy buyers fell in love with Essig and his dogs.
Articles about him and illustrations of Leonbergers were found in all the popular
magazines and newspaper columns. In the 1850s and 60s these were mostly
positive paeans. The nineteenth century dog writer, Thomas Haring in
commenting that over 3000 Leonbergers had been sent to homes throughout
the world by the mid 1860s described the breed in a popular periodical as
follows:

“Bred for inborn kindness coupled with bodily strength, beauty
and elegance. Their learning abilities, extraordinary smartness, and
very good performance make them loyal non—bribable guardians
or a loveable understanding playmate to children. My loyal
Leonbergers share with me all joy but also carry with me every
pain On the other hand, they are funny, happy and agile whenever
they find an opportunity for it. And when you look in their eyes

6 Hutchinson, Robert For the Love of Rottweillers, San Francisco: Brown Trout Publishers, 1998 pp.17-45



there is openness, honesty and willingness to sacrifice. Their love
is so obvious that every layman can see that my loved ones are
not only servers, without any wrong in them but also friends. One
has to count them as my best friends.”’

Essig was widely publicized as helping to save the St. Bernards at the
Hospice of St. Bernard and a few years later, Newfoundlands in their homeland.
He is credited by the official Swiss Breed history as having probably “ . . . been
central to the foundation of the long—haired Saint Bernard. Mr. Essig is known
to have used Saint Bernards from the Hospice and in return, sent two
Leonbergers to the Hospice as payment.”® It is significant to note here that
Essig stresses that he used the Barry—type dog in his breeding program and

- these were definitely of the short—haired type.
This was not Essig’s last encounter with the
Hospice. After hearing that in 1855 they had
only one decent dog left at the Hospice,

The famous St. Bernard, Barry, preserved with
expert taxidermy at the Swiss Museum of Natural
History in Bern.

Essig sent two Leonbergers as a gift. In
Essig’s collection of memorabilia he kept a
letter from Prior Deléglise stating that, “The
community of the Saint Bernard asked me to
deeply thank you for the incredible deed you
have done with the present to the hospice.” °

Newfoundlanders turned to Essig in an attempt to outcross and strengthen
their breed. T.A. Verkruzen, a German naturalist who was in Newfoundland
studying mollusks in the 1870s, brought three of Essig’s puppies to the island
at 10 weeks of age. Two of the three were bred by Moses Harvey in St. John.
He reported in Forest and Stream in 1880 that, since Herr Essig (he mistakenly
called him a count) requested that the dogs not be bred until they had reached
maturity at three years of age, there was a delay in breeding the first litters.
However, by the time of his writing in 1880 he states

7From an article by Thomas Haring in the late 1860s and published in a periodical called the Illustrated
Craftsman, translated by Waltraut Zieher. Page numbers are unavailable.

8 Marc Nussbaumer at the Heim Swiss Natural History museum has written the nations’s official history
of all the Swiss breeds. The contents of the monograph can be found at
http://www.nmbe.ch/deutsch/531_5_1.html

9 Zentralblatt fiir Jagd und Hunde-Liebhaber, January 28,1893, vol. 18, #2 reprinted on page 53 of Cronik.



“

. . .[his Leonberger breeding program] is now
fairly established and will multiply rapidly, as we have
about a dozen young animals in addition to the three
imported. Some of the young are grown up and
breeding. So far all are the result of a cross between
the Leonberger and Newfoundland dog, and the
progeny appears to be a decided improvement on the
original stock . . .""°

An image taken by
Moses Harvey of his
Essig-Leonberger/native
Newfoundland cross in
the 1870s.

On the other side of the coin were those who were threatened by Essig’s
success and his stubborn refusal to disrupt his successful business by bowing
to the new requirements of the dog fancy. Essig believed his word was enough
and he had no use for official standards, pedigrees, and kennel records that
demonstrated a strict adherence to line breeding. Essig wanted none of it. His
disdain drew the ire of most English breeders and those breeders on the
Continent and in America who were doing their best to bring formal order to the
dog show world."

As more and more breeders became captivated by the principles of
cynology,'? they began to close ranks on their breed’s gene pool by adhering
to standardized breed criteria, publishing breed standards for judges and
deciding how dogs would be classified at dog shows. They became frustrated

10 Field and Stream, December 30, 1880, page numbers unavailable.

11 One particularly interesting factor is that one of the editors of Der Hund, a major German dog magazine,
had lived in America and become good friends with American St. Bernard breeders. He appeared to take
special delight in discrediting Essig both on his own editorial pages and in letters to editors in America by
comparing them disparagingly with St. Bernards.

12A commonly used term in Europe referring to the “science” of dog breeding. It is more of the formalized

methods of breeding. Scientists do not really consider it an academic discipline. It is a useful term and the

French word for cynology is the term whose initial is “C” in FCI.

10



with breeders who did not share their vision. This frustration led to jealousy and
anger toward men like Essig who were selling what the more scientific breeders
considered to be impure mixed breeds for very high prices.

To add insult to injury, dogs like Essig’s Leonbergers continued to be
idealized by well-known artists, popular magazine writers and happy owners.
The critics that came roaring into the pages of dog magazines during the
1870s would not have bothered to complain had Essig’s dogs not been such a
threat to their own ideas of what constituted a “good” dog.

In an 1876 issue of Der Hund there was an article titled “The So—Called
Leonberger Dogs.'® The authors stressed that they were not against crossing
breeds as long as the crossings were followed by rational breeding. They
acknowledged that beautiful dogs could be achieved by chance, but the
results could not be replicated unless scientific breeding practices with the
aim of adhering to a written standard were followed.

“No one can today write a standard [for the Leonberger],
because there is no consistent type. A British judge said in
1875 after observing a show in Baden: There were a large
number of Leonbergers present just as they are: large,
long—coated mix—breeds with long narrow heads, bushy
tails, all kinds of colors from milk white to all black with all
kinds of body builds. To such a ridiculous extension did this
bastard breed develop.

Although Essig was a contemporary of Charles Darwin and Mendel, it is well
to remember that the science around heredity was in its very infant stages. No
one yet had a word for gene or why chromosomes existed. It's amazing that
Essig and his peers succeeded as well as they did. All during this period many
breed traits were subject to wide variability especially in the Leonberger.

COMING TO AMERICA

As soon as the Civil War ended, American dog fanciers immediately jumped
on the English bandwagon. Dog shows got underway, periodicals began
publishing stories about the dog fancy, and purebred dogs soon became a
popular hobby and a good business opportunity.

13 Translated by Geeske Joel
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During this period, traveling theater productions were all the rage. And, it
was Marie Wellesley and her husband William Sterling of the Wellesley—Sterling
company that first brought Leonbergers to America in a big way. They
i ' ' purchased a pair of Leonbergers from Essig
after hearing that they were the most fantastic
dogs in the world. Their dogs became popular
actors starring in productions of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin and other melodramas all over the
country. Their Leos were eventually invited to
visit Grover Cleveland’s White House and they
met President Grant (who some claim owned a
Leo) on a visit to Philadelphia. Buffalo Bill saw
them and offered $5,000.00 for the pair. He
was promptly turned down.

Logo for Marie Wellesley's early Other wealthy and well-travelled Americans
theater productions featuring her | Started buying Leonbergers from Essig and his
Leonbergers from ESsig. competitors. They began entering their dogs in

the shows that were springing up all over the
east coast and the Midwest. The New York Times featured Leonbergers in
articles about Westminster from 1879-1885.

In 1884, Westminster had a special year. It was the only year in Westminster
history where there were two shows, the regular show in the spring and a
special non—sporting show in the fall. Although over 600 dogs were entered in
the non-sporting show, it didn’t produce either the enthusiasm or the revenues
to justify its further existence. However, the show inspired enough interest in
Leonbergers that a beautiful Tiffany sterling silver bell was awarded to the first
prize winner, Marco, owned by Anita Evans of New Rochelle, New York. '
According to Westminster historian, William Stifel, Marco was one of four
Leonber1gers that were entered in what has come to be called “The Forgotten
Show”. ™

The sterling bell was sold or given away by Evan’s family at some point. It
lay unnoticed for 100 years before it was discovered in a New York antigue
store by an unnamed dog show fan. It was then given to AKC judge, Karen

14 Anna Elizabeth Isbella Evans- she always used the name Anita with family and friends. She was born
in a well to do family May 15 1859. The family had several homes but the main one where she grew up
was the estate"Sans Souci" on Davenports Neck, New Rochelle NY. The Leonberger 'Marco" was given to
her and arrived Oct 1 1884. She entered him in show Oct 21 1884. She only had the dog less than a year.
Mareco bit one of the caretakers of the property. He was given away Aug 26 1885 to E.V. Gravatt of NJ.
15Stifel, William F. The Dog Show: 125 years of Westminster, New York: Westminster Kennel Club, 2001, p.
46.
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Armistead. Mrs. Armistead generously donated the bell to the AKC archive
where it is today.

It is notable that Leonbergers were recognized by the AKC at this time. They
are listed in several Stud Books and were mentioned in reports in the AKC
Gazette until 1891. From 1912-1925, Leonbergers seem to have disappeared
from the American consciousness.

The Tiffany Bell
Westminster trophy for
Best Leonberger in 1884

13



Post—-Essig 1887 — 1914

When Essig died in 1887, his role as the ultimate arbiter of what defined a
Leonberger died with him. His followers, however, knew the future lay in quickly
adapting to the cultural conventions inspired by the British dog fancy. The artist
Albert Kull wrote and published the first Leonberger standard in 1895 based on
the beautiful silver—grey Leonberger he used to illustrate his description. His
artist’'s eye was so developed that this standard became the basis for most
subsequent standards including the ones we use today. Silver—grey
Leonbergers were allowed until 1972. Although other early judges and clubs
wrote standards after Kull's was published, there was general agreement about
which traits defined a true Leonberger.

Ideal Typus.
(Nach einer Zeichnung von A. Kull)

The image the artist, Albert Kull, used in 1895 to illustrate the first Leonberger Standard

Between 1891 and the beginning of World War | in 1914, six Leonberger
Clubs were founded, but only a couple had any staying power. Leonbergers
were not the fashionable rage that they had been in earlier periods, but they
were found in fairly substantial numbers throughout Germany and in other
countries, especially France, Belgium, Austria. The big commercial breeders
and traders bred and sold puppies they labeled as Leonbergers and family
magazines continued to publish images and stories. Leonbergers and adorable

14



children were a favorite with postcard publishers Although they generally lacked
masks, Leonbergers were largely recognizable as the dogs we know today and
the breed was definitely established.

Turn of the century
Christmas Card.

Tragic End and A New Beginning

From 1914 to 1918, the western world was turned upside down by World
War |. And, the Leonberger's homeland was at the heart of the conflict.
Leonbergers living in surrounding countries were devastated too. By the end of
the war, over 16 million people had been killed and over 50,000 dogs had
worked the battlefields, Leonbergers included. Starvation at home and brutality
on the battlefields destroyed the breed and many of its devotees. When the war
ended, Germany was in economic ruin and the spirit of the German people was

Leonberger doing rescue work in destroyed.

World War 1. It was literally a miracle that in the very midst

of this economic and political turmoil, when a
mere loaf of bread might cost a million Marks at
9:00 AM and three million Marks by noon the
same day, that the Leonberger was rescued from
extinction. Those dogs that had not died in the
war or the harsh conditions of the aftermath had
simply  disappeared from most people’s
awareness. In France, Belgium, Austria, and even
Russia where they had flourished, they were no
longer found. In Leonberg, it was clear the
Leonberger Dog was nowhere to be seen and
that a much needed source of civic pride was
painfully absent.
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If it weren't for the spirit and determination of two men, Leonbergers would
probably have become a mere footnote in the history of German dogs. In early
1922, two of Leonberg’s businessmen, Karl Stadelmann, a professional portrait
photographer and Otto Josenhans, a farmer and innkeeper, (who had
fortuitously bought Essig’s former home and kennel), realized that the
Leonberger Dog had disappeared. Both were active local leaders and like Essig
before them were members of the Leonberg Town Council. If they could find
any dogs that had survived the War, they might be able to re—establish the
breed, and bring to life a symbol that had once brought international
recognition and respect to their small town. The first of many meetings that
would take place in what was once the Essig living room was described in
Leonberg’s local newspaper on March 2, 1922:

Leonberg s known all over the world for its shoes and
horsemarket, but the Leonberger dog is only a memory. They are
scattered all over and their ancestral house is lonely. Yesterday
evening, a group of people, who care about these wonderful
companion and watch dogs, met in the Leonberger’s ancestral
house, the Schweitzer House. This is the place where Councilman
H. Essig bred and crossed his Leonberger dogs in the 1840s—
1890s. They met to try to resurrect the fame of the Leonberger and
to insure that the animal is saved from extinction.’®

Karl Stadelmann (left)
and Otto Josenhans
(right) were responsible
for resurrecting the
Leonberger after WWi.

16 The Glemstal Zeitung. March 3, 1922. Translated by Waltraut Zieher
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It would take effort, time and increasingly scarce money, but they were
passionately committed to their quest. They scoured Germany searching for
Leonbergers. They eventually found twenty—five dogs that possessed the
Leonberger phenotype. Of these, only seven were suitable for breeding, five
females and two males. Because of inflation and food shortages, it was
unlikely that individuals could personally and individually support breeding
programs. To address this issue, a group of seven people joined together in
1922 to form the Leonberger Hunde Club in Leonberg as well as a breeding
cooperative known as the Leonberger Hundezucht Genossenschaft. This club
would flourish until the Nazi takeover of all clubs and local organizations in
1933. Despite the disruption of World War I, the Leonberger Club was so well
established that its infrastructure would be revived after the war to form the
foundation of the present day German Leonberger Club, the Deutche Club fir
Leonberger Hunde.

Within four years, members of the breeding cooperative had selectively bred
350 Leonbergers. The breed was revived and there were enough good dogs to
provide foundation stock to several new kennels.

In addition, Stadelmann created the first Leonberger Studbook which served
as the official National German Leonberger registry. This registry continues
uninterrupted today. Notably, of the first one hundred dogs in the registry,
twelve have no known pedigree data. Even the names of the parents are
unknown. None has a full three—generation pedigree.

Over the next decade, the breed carefully expanded. New kennels and new
enthusiasts spread the breed throughout Germany and neighboring countries. A
breeding pair was actually sent to the United States and two litters were born in
Newark, New Jersey in 1925 and 1926. The new club and new registry
progressed smoothly until the early 1930s, when the authoritarian control of the
Third Reich began to influence the German dog community.

The Third Reich and World War |l

For expediency sake or perhaps lack of research, most brief Leonberger
histories erroneously report that the breed was once again taken to the brink of
extinction during the rise of the Third Reich and World War II. This was not the
case. Unlike their World War | predecessors, Leonbergers were successfully
bred throughout this tragic era. They were also shown in both conformation
and Schutzhund shows.
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Immediately following Hitler's appointment as Chancellor in January 1933,
as a method of minimizing dissent and assuring grassroots approval of
nationalist ideas, he initiated a period of widespread “coordination.” All current
organizations, both governmental and social, were given notice that they must
reorganize to assure that a minimum of 51% of their officers and executive
committees were members of the Nazi party. For the town of Leonberg, this
meant a new town council. Josenhans remained but Stadelmann left the area
for good. For the Leonberger Club, it meant re—elections, a move to another
town, and a change in form and composition. A new President was elected,
and he and the Registrar moved the club away from Leonberg to Sandhausen.

The studbook was taken over and the format was changed by the central
government. Fortunately, the original entries remained intact. The Leonberger
Standard was completely re—written and underwent significant changes. Even
with a brief scanning of the Standard as revised by Third Reich officials, it is
obvious that the individuals who re—wrote the standard were either unsure how
to describe the breed in a politically acceptable manner or believed that
measuring and quantifying the size or length of every observable trait would
facilitate “objective” judging. Every part of the dog’s body was required to fit a
single precise set of measurements. In terms of character, the intelligence,
agility and guard—-dog aspects of the breed were stressed over gentleness and
tolerance for children and other animals.

Although the popularity of the
Leonberger did not approach the
heights of the other German breeds,
the dogs never risked extinction. Since
dogs were not used extensively on the

Bella, a Third Reich
Leonberger
flustrating an
article in the Wwil

Zaofseff;i/: battlefield this War like they were in
Newsletter WWI, Leonbergers primarily remained

companion dogs for those who had
the political savvy, devotion, and
resources to keep them fed and
housed. There were attempts to
change their temperament and make
them more fearsome, but they could
not compete with Dobermans and German Shepherds in the tasks that still fell
to dogs.

ademonstrating how
Leonbergers are as
effective in
Schutzhund as
GSDs.
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Only two of the Genossenschaft—era kennels remained active after the Nazi
takeover, and over two dozen brand new kennels sprang up. The most active of
these were in Berlin, far from Leonberg. The preponderance of puppies
registered during the next decade came from these new kennels. One Third—
Reich breeder produced at least two litters a year all through the War. There
were also a handful of Leonbergers bred in France, Switzerland, and
Yugoslavia during the war years, but only German breeders were truly active.

On April 25, 1935, the Reich sponsored a world dog show. Dogs from
thirty—two nations attended. However, the vast majority of entries were from
Germany. The Leonberger Club registered fifteen dogs in the show. German
breeds were especially prized by that segment of the German society that was
obsessed with racial purity. Even though other German breeds were more
popular, it was widely acknowledged that the Leonberger was the first breed to
actually be designed by a German and that the Leonberger Standard predated
the other German breed standards. One of the judges, complemented the
Reich—governed Leonberger on being serious “about moving the breed to the
place where it belongs: the front row.”'”

The Beutelspacher Era, A Divided Europe
IN THE WEST

Within just a few months after the war ended on the European front,
Leonberger people began picking up the pieces of their lives. Wonderfully, a
group of Leonberger owners decided that the seat of the breed should return to
the town of its birth. On August 9, 1947, they formed the Deutsche Club fir
Leonberger Hunde (DCLH). Nine founders, including Otto Josenhans, whose
love for his hometown and his dogs outweighed any residual allegiance to the
Nazi Party, worked diligently to prepare the DCLH for official recognition by the
post-war national government.'®

In 1955, DCLH leaders completely rewrote and replaced the misleading
standard that had been created during the Third Reich. Most notably, they
reduced the minimum height standards for both males and females. The
standard that was written during the Third Reich had allowed males to be up to
85 centimeters (close to 33.5 inches) tall and to have different heights at the
withers and at the croup. The early DCLH leaders recognized the need for
substance and soundness of movement over height and reduced the height

17 Leonberger Zuchtbuch 1918-1967 p. 189. Translated by Waltraut Zieher.

18 Josenhans was an early and active member of the National Socialist German Workers' Party (the
NSDcijndAP or Nazi Party) from the mid- 1920s through the War. Based on personal interviews
conducted by Waltraut Zieher and Caroline Isberg with Josenhans’s granddaughter in Leonberg.
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requirements to a minimum of 76 cm. (29.92 in.) for males and to 70 cm.
(27.55 in.) for females.'®

The post-war era in West Germany is most
often thought of as the Beutelspacher era.
Although Robert Beutelspacher wasn’t among the
club founders, one of the first officers, or even a
member at the beginning, he and his wife Wilma
set a new standard for leadership and commitment.
In 1963, Herr Robert Beutelspacher, the
Postmaster of Leonberg, was appointed as the
DCLH Zuchtbuchfuher, or Breed Registrar?® by Or.
Hermann Herbstreith..2" American clubs don’t have
a comparable position. Under the leadership of Dr.
Herbstreith and Herr Beutelspacher the DCLH
Initiated a Europe—wide Leonberger Stud Book,
published in 1968, to facilitate improving the breed
through International exchange and revised the
1955 Leonberger Standard.

Robert and Wilma
Beutelspacher and Arco v.
Wurtemberg. In 1974, Dr. Herbstreith died and Herr

Beutelspacher, with the constant support of his
wife, Wilma, was elected President. Until Herr Beutelspacher’s untimely death
he provided the leadership necessary to advance the breed in Germany and
unite the growing worldwide Leonberger Community. His four major
accomplishments as president involved 1) the standard, 2) the establishment of
enforceable breeding regulations, 3) the formation of the International Union for
Leonberger Dogs, and 4) the construction of the International Leonberger
Clubhouse in Leonberg.

e Standard: One of the first things Robert Beutelspacher did as
President was to take the revised German standard to the FCI.
As a judge and as one who frequently showed his own dogs in

19 Two decades later the height at the withers was again adjusted downward and a maximum
height was added. Males had to be a minimum of 72 cm (28.34 in) and could not be taller than 80
cm (31.49 in.) The female height range adjusted to 64-74 cm (25.19 inches - 29.13 inches.

20 This person oversees the standard and the breeding regulations and assures that all Leonbergers that
are bred in Germany have been evaluated and deemed worthy of breeding and that the conditions for
whelping and puppy raising pass muster.

21 Dr. Herbstreith was the State Department Veterinarian for the county of Leonberg. He was highly
respected in this agricultural community and put a heavy focus on Leonberger health.
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international shows, he became aware that a serious problem
had arisen. Both the original 1895 standard and the standard as
revised by the German club were being used simultaneously.
The German Club had neglected to take the revised standard to
the FCI. Dog show judges outside of Germany were using the
original FCI standard, which was essentially the 1895 Kull
standard. So, for a little more than a decade, breeders in
countries outside of Germany were using differing ideals to
govern their efforts at perfecting the breed. The major
difference was that the Kull standard allowed for taller dogs.

According to FCI regulations, breed standards must be
written by representatives from the country of origin of the
breed. So, there was no question that the revised German
standard should prevail. To eliminate any residual confusion as
to how the Leonberger should look and behave, Herr
Beutelspacher published the 1972 Standard in Volume 2 of the
European Leonberger Stud Book with an in—depth set of
illustrations to clarify the text. From then on, a unified standard
has been followed in all FCl countries.

Breeding Regulations: Herr Beutelspacher was quoted as

saying ‘Breeding is a holy task because it is the future of our
loyal friends.” His goal was to have a unified set of international
breeding regulations, a rigorous test of different aspects of the
dog that determined suitability for breeding. He wanted
something to certify that a given breeding was a premium
breeding that had received a stamp of approval of experts as
well as the owners of the male and female who would produce
the litter. This has happened to a greater or lesser extent
throughout Europe depending on the culture and size of the
country.

International Union: In the spirit of post—war unity and because
the number of dogs in each country was still limited, the idea
emerged of joining forces to assist the breed throughout
Europe. At the suggestion of club leaders in Holland and
Switzerland, Herr Beutelspacher invited Leonberger Club
representatives of European nations to meet so they could
share their experiences in building the breed. It was vital to the
breed that the revised German standard, newly accepted as the
official standard by the FCI, be interpreted in a unified manner.
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On September 27, 1975, a meeting was held at the City Hall
in Leonberg and the Internationale Union flr Leonberger Hunde
e.V. (IU) was formed. Official delegations from the Dutch,
Swiss and German clubs along with representatives of France,
Denmark, Belgium and Austria attended that first meeting. The
French Leonberger Club was not in a position to send an
official representative, but joined soon afterwards.

Currently, all of the major Leonberger clubs throughout the
world participate in this international alliance. The Union meets
annually in Leonberg during the last weekend in September on
the day before the German Leonberger Club Show.
Relationships that are formed during these gatherings stimulate
friendships born of common interests, ongoing international
correspondence, cooperation and assistance. They also open
a window of international understanding of issues greater than
the shared love of the Leonberger breed. The LCA became a
proud full member in May 1996 on the day after the 150"
Anniversary celebration of the breed in Leonberg.

Gerhard Zerle (seated center,) President of the International Leonberger Union,
flanked by the other officers, and sitting across the table from the American

delegation (out of view of the camera) welcomes the LCA as full members of the

Union on May 26, 1996. The vote of the Union membership in the Leonberger
Clubhouse in Leonberg was unanimous.

International Clubhouse and Show grounds in Leonberg: There is
no doubt that Robert Beutelspacher was responsible for many
groundbreaking activities that impacted the worldwide
Leonberger community, and on May 12, 1975, shortly after he

22



became president of the DCLH, he was able to literally “break
ground” for the new clubhouse. Following in the footsteps of
Essig and Josenhans before him, Herr Beutelspacher was not
only a pivotal dog lover, but was also a local political leader,
serving as an elected member of the Town Council from 1969
to 1975. His close ties to local government expedited the
acquisition of land and building permits needed to provide the
breed with a home for Leonbergers Ehae

worldwide in their town of origin. Over |
the next three years, he and his wife,
Wilma spent almost every weekend
guiding the all-volunteer construction §
efforts for the spacious building and §
grounds that form the physical center Pl
of the worldwide Leonberger
community. If you are fortunate enough
to go to Leonberg, especially for the
annual Club Show in September, you
will spend lots of convivial time drinking
beer, eating sausages and Black Forest

cake in this amazing spot. You will
also learn more than you ever thought Flags outside the lower

possible about the breed and the | &r#ance lothe international
town of its birth Leonberger Clubhouse in

Leonberg.

IN THE EAST

By 1950, the Leonberger was firmly established as a true
national representative in West Germany. In the East, things
= were more difficult. East Germans slowly began to breed
1 again with stock coming from several different countries in
.| the west. By joining with the Bernese Mountain Dog group
they were able to form an East German Leonberger Club in
1963.

Leonbergers peeking under the Although people and money could not pass
lron Curtain. Cartoon adapted | through the Iron  Curtain, dogs could.
by Gien Ferguson from the Leonbergers were used as an item of safe trade.
original published in 1946 by Th il ful f | ho had
Leslie Gilbert lllingworth. ey were especially useful tor people who ha
fled the East at the end of the War. One
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wonderful story is that of Frau Edith Kraus who sent Leonbergers across the
Berlin Wall in exchange for having her East German friends buy and place
headstones on her parents graves that she was barred from visiting.

In 1989, Herr Beutelspacher was gravely ill. But, he was so committed to the
breed that despite his rapidly declining health, he wanted to facilitate bringing
the East German dogs back into the national fold. On September 9, 1990,
twenty—one days before the first German Unification Day, the two German
Leonberger Clubs were united as one.

Herr Beutelspacher (left),
president of the West German
Leonberger Club and Herr
Knape (right), president of the
East German Leonberger Club
officially reunite German
Leonbergers.

The East German dogs tended to be larger than those in the West. And,
there were some reported differences in temperament. There were definitely
differences in the way dogs in the East were raised. There was no kibble or pet
food industry in the East, so puppies were raised almost entirely on fresh meat.
The common feeding regimen was much closer to the contemporary trend
toward more natural foods and the bones and raw food (BARF) diets that are
now popular.

Interestingly enough, the Leonberger breeders in East Germany appeared to
have been more overtly concerned about health than their West German
counterparts. They had for several years conducted a major health campaign.
As a result, they increased the number of HD—free dogs from 54% in 1979 to
83% in 1982. They were also vigilant in their efforts to eliminate entropian and
ectropian eyes, missing teeth, and poor bites.

Since both East and West Leonbergers were bred according to the same
standard, the transition was fairly seamless. It is probable that Leonbergers
worldwide benefitted from vigilant work of the East German breeders and the
expansion of the gene pool.
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Coming To America Again

A few American servicemen were known to have brought Leonbergers back
home when they returned from Europe. However, none of these dogs is known
to have been successfully bred. So it can be said that the breed really didn’t
come to America again until 1975.

For Leonbergers in America between 1975 and 1985, the stars fell into
alignment. Sirius, the dog star, had to have been leading the way. How else
could the lives of five very different families living thousands of miles apart
come together in a collision of coincidences? They were Brian Peters, a British
citizen working in Indonesia, the Dechers, an American university family on
sabbatical leave in Germany, the Ziehers, a German university family with an
urge to move to America, the Kaufmanns, a German businessman with a new
wife and Keri Campbell, a southern California teenager.

In 1980 none of these individuals knew of the other. And none knew when
they first glimpsed a Leonberger the magnetic effect that glimpse would
generate, drawing their lives together, first as a small nucleus and then into an
ever widening circle of international friends. Each was convinced that they were
destined to introduce the Leonberger breed to America.

Through an amazing set of circumstances they came to meet each other.
Keri Campbell (Haus v. Lowen) was the first to arrive. She brought a pair of
Leonbergers from Germany to her home in Santa Barbara, California in 1975.
Over the next few years she bred these dogs. Fifteen puppies lived past
infancy and went to a variety of homes in various states.

Next, outside of Chicago, the Kaufmanns (v.d. Heckenrose) began breeding
the dogs they had brought from Germany. The Peters (Kandelwick) were living
with what they thought were the first Leonbergers in America in San Diego,
California. The Ziehers (v. Stutensee) and the Dechers (v. Klingelberg) met by
accident in Germany and agreed to stay in touch after the Dechers returned
home with their first Leonberger and the Ziehers successfully immigrated.

Keri and the Peters met after the Peters put a small ad in Dog World. In
1983, Keri, in search of a puppy to import, was corresponding with breeders in
Germany who alerted her about the Kaufmanns moving to the United States. So
these three families and their dogs got acquainted. A year later, a friend of
Mary Decher’s saw an article about the Peters’ dogs in an AMWAY Newsletter
and this coincidence resulted in contact and the first domestic cross—kennel
breeding.
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Mary Decher and the first
litter of pups to be born in
America with the sire and
dam from two different
founder kennels, Kandelwick
and v. Klingelberg.

On July 1, 1985, Reiner Decher sent out what was to become the first
edition of the Leoletter calling for a preliminary meeting to formalize an
American Leonberger Club. Early in July all known Leonberger owners in
America received a tri—folded typewritten flyer from the Dechers. The heading
was: AN INFORMAL NEWSLETTER FROM A LEONBERGER OWNER...A
PRECURSOR FOR THE AMERICAN LEONBERGER CLUB???

THE DENVER EIGHT

At 1:00 PM, on Saturday November 2, 1985, the founders of the Leonberger
Club of America gathered at the Quality Inn in Denver Colorado. All points of
the nation were represented. Keri Campbell and Melanie Brown drove in from
Santa Barbara, bringing with them one of their puppies and their brand new
imports, Iwan v. Rossbach (DLZB 8455, LCA 081) and Wicki v. Konigsstein
(DLZB 8402 LCA 079). These three beautiful Leos provided a constant reminder
to the participants of the purpose of the meeting. Mary Decher flew from
Seattle; the Kaufmanns from Chicago; Brian Peters from Michigan, and Yves
Parent from Maryland. Waltraut Zieher drove in from New Mexico. Mary and
Waltraut reunited for the first time since their 1982 adventures in Germany.
Mary also knew Brian Peters because of the successful union of their dogs
which had resulted in the v. Klingelberg A litter. However, most were meeting
in person for the first time.

Ages, backgrounds and cultures were diverse, but the goal of protecting
the Leonberger in America was a unifying force. Everyone who attended the
meeting commented on the compatibility, enthusiasm and diligence of the
group. |n a matter of twenty—four hours they were able to elect officers,
hammer out a constitution and bylaws, get a reasonable translation of the FCI
Leonberger Standard, establish an official registry, create a system of central
correspondence for breed inquiries, set up a dues schedule, and perhaps
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most important, appoint a breeding regulations committee. After a forty—eight
hour labor, the Leonberger Club of America was born and, as they say, the
rest is history.

The LCA Founders from left to right, Brian Peters, Manfred and Sylvia Kaufmann, Mary
and Reiner Decher, Waltraut and Klaus Zieher, and Yves Parent.

Since that weekend, a whole series of extraordinary events have taken place.
Beginning in 1985, Yves Parent designed and wrote the software that allowed
him to maintain one of the longest and most complete independent breed
registries in America. Since the mid—1980s, representatives from the LCA have
attended the Leonberger Specialty and Union meetings, forging great
relationships with European judges and breeders that encouraged the
importation of good stock. The Dechers and then the Kaufmanns maintained
the Leoletter for twenty years until the incredible current team took over. Very
early on, Mary Decher and Waltraut Zieher established the LCA’s strong
commitment to health, beginning with OFA certifications before the OFA ever
heard of the breed. Then, they formed the LCA’s Health Committee, which
would lead to the virtual elimination of Addison’s Disease on this side of the
Atlantic, then to the establishment of the Leonberger Health Foundation and
culminating in 2010 in the successful identification of the LPN1 gene.
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Keri Campbell loved to show her dogs. Her second
- N imported dog, lwan v.

Iwan v. Rossbach imported by Keri Rossbach  became
Campbell was the first dog to earn an | the first LCA Best in
LCA Champion title and was BOS at Show winner and
the first LCA National Specialty in also the first LCA

1966. ,
\ _ Champion.

Waltraut Zieher was first to discover the power of Leonbergers as pet therapists
when her first two dogs received hospital

certification # N
in 1986. Waltraut Zieher in 1987 with Ali
Baba v. Klingelberg and Banjo
v. Stutensee, the first
Leonbergers to be certified in
pet therapy.

Mary Decher and Jim Stuteville loved tracking but there was no way to earn
titles in 1987.

Mary Decher and Jim
Stuteville with Argus and
Anna v. Klingelberg tracking
for fun because no titles
were available then to
Leonbergers.
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In 1994, Carol Lewis and Olga v.d. Heckenrose (Sassy) earned the first
Leonberger tracking and herding titles. In the same year, Bonnie Goodfriend
and House v. Lowen’s Frieda Mae earned the first Leonberger agility titles.

4 N
House v. Léwen’s

Frieda Mae and Bonnie
Goodfriend became the
first titled Leonberger
agility team .

Carol and Sassy garnered the first Herding Title in 1995.

Olga v.d.
Heckenrose
better known as
Sassy and Carol
Lewis earned the
first Leonberger
Herding Title in
1995.

Sanay Love’s Elke and Ivan v.
Stutensee were the first titled Water
Dogs in the U.S. Leonberger world.
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At the end of the first 150 years of Leonberger achievements, Eddington Bear v.
Wunderhund and Betsy Macken became the first Leonberger Certified SAR
team.

Edington Bear v. Wunderhund
broke the SAR barrier for
Leonbergers, certified by CARDA
in 1996 with eight deployments.

As of 2011, there have been twenty—six annual national specialties, each
usually a bit more elaborate and well-attended then its predecessor.22

The first LCA Specialty, Prado Park, Ontario, California. There were 14 dogs and 11 People
attending the 1986 landmark event.

22 Following the 2005 20t Anniversary Specialty in Austin, Texas Geeske Joel assembled twenty years
worth of images for a commemorative retrospective publication. Caroline Isberg wrote the text and
Geeske formatted and published the document at her own expense as a gift to the membership. The
publication illustrates and describes each National Specialty in order and honors the LCA leaders who
made it all possible. The publication called, The Leonberger Club of America, 1985-2005, is available

through the Leonberger Health Foundation.
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In 1995, Caroline Isberg, during her LCA Presidency, founded the Leolist
and put the first Leonberger websites on the net. The worldwide Leonberger
community for the first time had vehicles to communicate easily on a real-time
basis. In 1997, the LCA sent the first really large national delegation to
Leonberg to meet European enthusiasts and celebrate the 150" birthday of the
breed.
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The first large American delegation to the Union, September 1991. Top row, from left
to right Manfred Kaufmann, Joan Bartusiak, Sylvia Kaufmann, DeeAnn Weber, Chip
Lewis. Middle row, left to right, Caroline Bliss—Isberg, the Leonberg Lion Crest, Bonnie
Wilson, June Marrei, Carol Lewis, Seated front, left to right, Bill Wilson, Jennifer
Thompson, Waltraut Zieher, Cary Thompson.

Above all else are the ever—wonderful dogs. With the incredible courage,
determination and passion of the early kennels on both sides of the Atlantic as
models, Leonberger breeders, as a whole, have consistently improved the
quality of the breed with respect to type, while remaining vigilant about health.
Let us hope that the past proves to be prologue.

Evolution of Leonberger type from 1846 to 1996.
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